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OEIGINAL  LETTERS 


OF 


THE  DUKE    OF  MONMOUTH. 


It  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  more  of  the  history  of  Jarnes, 
Duke  of  Monmouth,  son  of  Charles  II.,  than  is  already  known; 
how  he  raised  the  Standard  of  Rebellion  in  1685,  and  how,  after 
the  Battle  of  Sedgemoor,  he  was  eventually  taken  prisoner,  and 
committed  to  the  Tower. 

Our  object  in  the  present  paper  deals  exclusively  with  the  auto- 
graph letters  which  are  extant  of  him.  Those  which  he  wrote  to 
the  King  and  the  Queen  Dowager  from  Ringwood,  the  place  of  his 
capture,  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  July,  have  been  often  published,81  as 
far  as  their  substance  goes  ;  but  the  originals  of  all,  save  that  to  the 
Queen  Dowager,  are  now  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  and  of  these, 
two  appear  never  to  have  been  published  ;  in  fact,  from  what 
Roberts  (Monmouth 's  historian)  quotes  from  the  "  Clarendon 
Papers  "  of  a  non-delivered  letter  to  the  King,  and  that  which  an- 
other version  of  the  account  (given  hereafter)  has  on  the  same 
subject,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that  not  one  only,  but 
both  these  letters,  were  suppressed. 

There  are  four  original  letters  of  Monmouth  in  the  Bodleian  ;b 

aKoberts's  "  Life  of  Monmouth,"  n  ,  112,  119  ;  Fox's  "  History  of  James  II. ; " 
Ellis's  "  Historical  Letters,"  in.;  "Lansdowne  MSS.,"  1236,  art.  230;  Harl.  MSS. 
7006,  7198. 

bKawl.  MS.  A.  139  b. 
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one  to  the  King  from  Kingwood,  dated  8th  July;  another  to  the 
King  from  the  Tower,  dated  12th  July;  one  to  the  Queen  from  the 
same  place,  and  on  the  same  day;  and  lastly  the  Declaration,  made 
just  before  his  execution,  in  the  presence  of  the  Bishops  of  Ely  and 
Bath  and  Wells  and  Drs.  Tennison  and  Hooper. 

The  following  are  the  unpublished  letters  in  question  with  the 
exception  of  the  first,  which  is  that  dated  from  Ring  wood : — 

"  Sr 

"Your  Ma*y  may  think  it  is  the  misfortune  I  now  ly  under 
makes  me  make  this  application  to  you,  but  I  doe  assur  your  Ma**, 
it  is  the  remorce  I  now  have  in  me  of  the  rong  I  have  done  you  in 
severall  things,  and  now  in  taking  up  Arms  against  you,  for  my 
taking  up  arms,  it  never  was  in  my  thoughts  since  the  King  dy'd; 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Orange  will  be  wittness  for  me  of  the 
assurance  I  gave  them,  that  I  would  never  stir  against  you,  but  my 
misfortun  was  such,  as  to  meet  wth  some  horrid  people  that  made 
me  believe  things  of  your  Maty,  and  gave  me  soe  many  false  argu- 
ments, that  I  was  fully  led  away  to  belive,  that  it  was  a  shame  and 
a  sin  before  God  not  to  doe  it ;  but  Sr,  I  will  not  trouble  your  Maty 
at  present  wth  many  things  I  could  say  for  myself,  that  I  am  sur 
would  move  your  compation,  the  cheif  end  of  this  letter  being  only 
to  beg  of  you  that  I  may  have  that  hapiness  to  speak  to  your  Maty, 
for  I  have  that  to  say  to  you,  Sr,  that  I  hope  may  give  you  a  long 
and  happy  Eain.  I  am  sur,  Sr,  when  you  hear  me  you  will  be 
convinced  of  [the]  zeal  I  have  for  your  preservation,  and  how 
hartily  I  repent  of  what  I  have  done.  I  can  say  noe  mor  to  your 
Maty  now,  being  [seeing  ?]  this  letter  may  be  seen  by  those  that 
keep  [me] ;  therefore,  Sr,  I  shall  make  an  ind  in  beging  of  your 
Maty  to  belive  so  well  of  me,  that  I  would  rather  dy  a  thousand 
deaths  then  to  excuse  any  thing  I  have  don,  if  I  did  not  realy  think 
myself  the  most  in  the  rong  that  ever  any  man  was,  and  had  not 
from  the  bottom  of  my  hart  an  obhorance  for  those  that  put  me 
upon  it,  and  for  the  action  it  self,  I  hope,  Sr,  God  Almighty  will 
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strick  your  hart  wth  mercy  and  compation  for  me,  as  he  has  done 
mine  wth  the  obhorance  of  what  I  have  done ;  therefor  I  hope,  Sr, 
I  may  live  to  show  you  how  zealous  I  shall  ever  be  for  your 
service,  and  could  I  say  but  one  word  in  this  letter  you  would  be 
convinced  of  it,  but  it  is  of  that  consequence  that  I  dare  not  doe  it; 
therefor,  Sr,  I  doe  beg  of  you  once  mor  to  let  me  speak  to  you,  for 
then  you  will  be  convinced  how  much  I  shall  ever  be  your  Ma^8 
humble  and  dutifull, 

(Signed)         "  MONMOUTH. 
(Addressed) 
"  For  the  King." 

[Seal  in  red  wax,  broken.] 

"Sr, 

I  had  forgot  to  tell  your  Maty  that  it  would  be  very  neses- 
sary  to  send  some  troupes  down  into  Chesehire,  for  there  ar 
severall  gentlemen  there,  that  I  beleive  wear  ingaged  in  this 
re  .  .  .a  I  hope  your  Ma^  will  not  be  angry  wth  me,  if  I  take  this 
opertunity  to  put  you  in  mind,  that  there  ar  severall  doe  wish  me 
out  of  the  way  for  there  own  sakes,  without  considering  your  Ma^8 
service,  but  I  am  sur,  Sr,  you  ar  soe  just  and  soe  good,  that  noe 
such  people  will  have  any  credit  wth  you.  Pray,  Sr,  doe  not  be 
angry  wth  me,  if  I  tell  you  once  more  that  I  long  to  live  to  shew 
you,  Sr,  how  well  and  how  trully  I  can  serve,  and  if  God  Almighty 
sends  me  that  blessing,  tis  all  upon  earth  I  will  ever  aske,  being 
that  I  hope  I  shall  end  my  days  in  showing  of  you,  that  you  have 
not  a  truer  and  a  faithfuller  subject  than  your  most  dutifull, 

(Signed)  "  MONMOUTH. 

(Endorsed) 
"D:  ofMon:  Letter 
"July  12,  1685." 

[Seal  of  red  wax,  abstracted.] 

*  Erased  in  the  original  ;  the  word  being  evidently  "  rebellion." 
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"  Madame, 

"  I  would  not  take  the  boldness  of  writting  to  your  Ma**,  tell  I 
had  shew'd  the  King  how  I  doe  abhor  the  thing  that  I  have  done, 
and  how  much  I  desire  to  live  only  to  serve  him.  I  hope,  Madam, 
by  what  I  have  sed  to  the  King  to  day,  will  satisfy  him  how  sinceir 
I  am,  and  how  much  I  detest  all  those  people,  that  has  brought  me 
to  this.  Having  done  this,  Madame,  I  thought  I  was  in  a  h'tt 
condition  to  beg  your  intersesion,  wch  I  am  sur  you  never  refuse 
to  the  distresed,  and  I  am  sur,  Madame,  I  am  an  object  of  your 
pity,  having  bine  cousened  and  cheated  into  this  horid  busines. 
Did  I  wch  [wish],  Madame,  to  live,  for  living  sake,  I  would  never 
give  you  this  trouble,  but  it  is  to  have  life  to  serve  the  King,  wch  I 
am  cable  to  doe,  and  will  doe,  beyond  what  I  can  express  ;  ther- 
for,  Madam,  upon  such  an  account  as  that,  I  may  take  the 
boldness  to  presse  you,  and  beg  of  you  to  intersaid  for  me,  for 
I  am  sur,  Madam,  the  King  will  harken  to  you  ;  your  prairs 
can  never  be  refused,  espetially  when  tis  beging  for  a  life,  only 
to  serve  the  King.  I  hope,  Madame,  by  the  King's  generosity  and 
goodness,  and  your  intersession,  I  may  hope  for  my  life,  wch  if  I 
have,  shall  ever  be  employ'd  in  shewing  to  your  Maty  all  the  sence 
immadginable  of  gratitud  for  your  great  goodness,  and  in  serving 
of  the  King,  like  a  true  and  faithfull  subject,  and  ever  be  your  M^8 
most  dutifull  and  obedient  servant 

(Signed)  "  MONMOUTH. 

"  To  the  Queen." 

The  main  consideration  in  the  present  inquiry,  which  will  be 
apparent  by  the  annexed  correspondence,  is  the  presumed  suppres- 
sion of  these  concluding  letters.  The  account  given  by  Roberts  from 
the  "  Clarendon  Papers,"  of  the  non-delivery  of  one  of  Monmouth's 
letters,*  and  that  given,  hereafter,  by  Dr.  Rawlinson's  friend, 

"Roberts,  n.  135. 
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though  differing  in  detail,  still  agree  as  to  the  main  fact,  that 
a  letter  to  the  King  was  kept  back.  There  is  a  discrepancy  in  the 
version  of  these  two  narratives,  which  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
Kawlinson  account,  for  Dr.  Samuel  Jebb,  of  Stratford,  in  Essex, 
who  relates  it,  was  present  at  the  hearing  of  the  story  by  the  prin- 
cipal actor  in  it,  Colonel  Scott  of  the  Guards,  and  vouches  for  its 
accuracy.  The  same  may  be  said  of  another  particular,  related  by 
Koberts,  in  which  the  interview  between  Ealph  Sheldon  and  the 
King,  in  respect  of  a  message  from  Monmouth,  by  which  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland  (James's  Lord  President  of  the  Council)  was  impli- 
cated,3 is  differently  related  ;  the  probably  real  account  of  the 
same  being,  as  with  the  former,  in  favour  of  Dr.  Jebb.  According 
to  this  gentleman,  Bridgeman,  an  Under- Secretary  of  State  and 
Clerk  of  the  Council  at  that  time,  and  of  course  under  the  direct 
influence  of  Sunderland,  or,  in  fact,  his  devoted  servant  and 
creature,  was  the  person  said  to  have  suppressed  the  letter  de- 
livered to  him.  This  is  rendered  more  than  probable,  from  the 
knowledge  we  have  of  Sunderland's  character,  of  whom  the 
Princess  Anne  said  that  he  was  "  the  subtilest  working  villain 
that  is  on  the  face  of  the  earth"  ;b  equally  so  from  the  fact,  that 
he  had  been  all  along  plotting  and  intriguing  with  Monmouth 
as  to  the  future,  but,  above  all,  that  in  the  very  letter  (this  pre- 
sumed suppressed  letter)  the  Duke  points  to  him  as  one  of  those 
"  who  wished  him  out  of  the  way  for  their  own  sake."  These  cir- 
cumstances go  far  to  invalidate  the  accounts  handed  down  to  us  as 
historical,  and  very  much  tend  to  complicate  the  general  opinion 
of  James  the  Second's  character.  Relying  upon  the  veracity  of 
Colonel  Scott's  interview  with  the  King,  and  what  he  said  on  the 
occasion,  it  would  certainly  seem  that  James,  receiving  no  reliable 
intimation  of  the  Duke's  sincere  remorse  and  contrition,  or,  to  use 

a  Roberts,  II.  114;  Clarke's  Life  of  James  II. 

b  Dalrymple's  Memoirs,  Appendix,  Part  i.  301.  The  Princess  Anne  on  several 
occasions  expresses  her  bad  opinion  of  Snnderland.  In  a  letter  to  her  sister  the 
Princess  of  Orange  she  says:  "  You  may  remember  I  have  once  before  ventured  to 
tell  you  that  I  thought  Ld  Sunderland  a  very  ill  man,  and  am  now  more  confirmed 

every  day  in  that  opinion." 

* 
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his  own  words  to  Colonel  Scott,  "  his  sincere  discovery,"  became 
less  susceptible  of  any  merciful  impulse,  and  supported,  as  he 
undoubtedly  was,  in  this  frame  of  mind  by  his  chief  adviser  the  Earl 
of  Sunderland,  there  is  a  want  of  generosity  and  a  harshness  about 
his  acts  in  respect  of  Monmouth  which  the  evidence  now  brought 
forward  would  seem  to  qualify  if  not  to  contradict ;  indeed,  it  is 
evident  from  his  own  "  Memoirs,"  if  they  are  to  be  trusted,  that  the 
King  regretted  being  forced  to  carry  out  the  execution  of  Monmouth. 
On  the  other  hand,  all  testimony  points  to  James  as  a  man  void  of  all 
feeling,  inexorable  and  unrelenting.  That  one  of  the  letters  was  not 
delivered  we  have  ample  proof,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  infer  the 
same  of  the  other. 

Before,  however,  we  proceed  to  give  the  correspondence  in 
evidence  of  this  assertion,  we  may  observe  as  to  the  way  in  which 
the  Monmouth  letters  came  into  Rawlinson's  possession.  They 
formed  part  of  a  collection  of  State  Papers  of  about  the  same 
period,  and  their  authenticity  is  proved  from  having  at  one  time 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  aforesaid  William  Bridgeman,  in  his 
official  capacity  as  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council  and  Under- Secretary 
of  State  to  James  II.  They  were  purchased  by  Rawlinson  at  the 
sale  of  the  library  and  pictures  of  William  Bridgeman's  daughter 
(Catherine)  in  1743,  and  this  fact  is  alluded  to  by  him  in  a  letter 
on  the  subject  among  the  Ballard  MSS.  (ii.  No.  78].a 

At  this  lapse  of  time  one  can  only  hazard  a  conjecture  as  to  the 
cause  of  Bridgeman's  visit  to  Monmouth  at  the  Tower.  At  that 
time  he  would  appear  to  have  been  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council  to 
James  II.,  but  in  1694  (or  earlier)  he  was  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty. Some  years  before  these  events,  i.e.,,  in  1677,  Monmouth 
had  been  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  (or,  as  now  termed, 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty),  so  that  the  visit  is  as  likely  to  have  been 
in  a  private  as  in  an  official  capacity.  Catherine  Bridgeman,  to 
whom  the  Duke's  autograph  letters  descended,  married  her  cousin 
Orlando,  son  of  Sir  John  Bridgeman,  and  was  therefore  one  of  the 
same  family  since  promoted  to  the  Earldom  of  Bradford. 

a  For  this  last  information  we  are  indebted  to  the  recently  published  Catalogue  of 
the  Rawlinson  MSS.  by  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Macray. 
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ft  is  on  the  acquisition  of  these  original  letters  that  Dr.  Rawlinson 
is  congratulated  in  the  first  part  of  the  ensuing  correspondence. 

[Letters  from  Dr.  Samuel  Jebb  to  Dr.  Rawlinson.] 

"HonaSr 

"  I  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  your  late  acquisition.  The 
D.  of  Monmouth's  letters  is  one  of  ye  greatest  curiositys  extant. 
They  were  never  deliver'd  to  ye  King.  If  they  had  been  given 
him,  they  might  possibly  have  prevented  his  ruin.  I  have  a 
strange  story  to  tell  you  about  'em,  for  wch  I  can  produce  authen- 
tick  vouchers.  The  inclos'd  parcel  I  am  afraid  is  of  no  great  value, 
but,  such  as  it  is,  it  is  at  your  service.  I  shall  hope  for  ye  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  soon  at  Stratford,  and  in  ye  mean  time  am,  wth  all  due 
regard,  Sr,  yr  most  ob'  S* 

"Feb  19,  1743  "  S.  JEBB. 

"  Stratford. 
(Addressed) 
"  To  Dr  Rawlinson 
"  at  London-house  in 
"  Aldersgate- Street 

"  London." 

"  Stratford 
"HondSr  «  March  1,  1743. 

"  I  had  ye  favour  of  both  yr  letters. 

"  Ye  Story  you  give  me  in  yr  former,  stands  in  need  of  some 
little  correction.  The  person  sent  to  ye  D.  of  Monmouth  by  ye  K., 
was  Ralph  Sheldon,  ye  brother  of  Dominick,  but  was  not  sent  to 
him  when  in  ye  Tower,  but  immediately  upon  his  been  seiz'd  in  ye 
West,  before  he  was  brought  up  to  town.  When  this  gentleman 
return'd,  he  found  ye  King  in  ye  Circle,  &  upon  his  saying,  ye  Duke 
had  engag'd  him  to  deliver  his  message  only  to  ye  K.,  his  Majesty 
ordered  all  to  withdraw,  except  my  Ld  Sunderland.  Upon  Mr 
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Sheldon's  pressing  y*  ye  Lord  Presid*  might  likewise  retire,  & 
urging  y*  ye  D  of  Monmouth  had  oblig'd  him  to  swear,  y1  he  would 
tell  ye  secret  he  had  entrusted  him  wth  to  none  but  ye  K.  in  private, 
ye  K.  warmly  told  him  that  'twas  an  unlawfull  oath,  &  charg'd  him 
upon  his  allegiance  to  declare  what  it  was.  He  then  said  y*  ye  D. 
had  bid  him  tell  his  Majesty,  y1  if  he  had  succeeded,  my  Ld  Sd 
was  to  have  been  his  first  Minister;  to  wch  ye  K.  answer'd  wth  a 
smile — '  Poor  Monmouth  !  he  was  always  easy  to  be  impos'd  on  ' — 
But  this  was  not  ye  story  I  refer'd  to.  When  I  was  at  Boulogne 
in  ye  year  1723,  amongst  other  gentlemen  I  found  there,  was  one 
Col.  Scot,  formerly  an  officer  in  ye  Guards,  who  upon  ye  Revolution 
followed  ye  fortunes  of  K.  James,  &  attended  upon  him  at  S* 
Germains.  Whilst  ye  D.  of  Monmouth  was  in  ye  Tower,  it  was 
this  gentleman's  office  to  be  one  day  there  upon  guard,  wch,  if  I 
mistake  not,  was  ye  day  before  his  execution.  The  D..  who  knew 
him,  desir'd  to  speak  wtb  him,  &  upon  his  coming  into  ye  room,  ye 
D.,  wth  great  earnestness  press'd  y1  he  would  immediately  deliver 
to  ye  K.  a  letter  he  had  wrote,  &  wch  then  lay  before  him  upon  ye 
table,  assuring  him  y*  he  had  reason  to  believe,  he  might  still  find 
mercy,  if  that  letter  was  rightly  delivered.  Col.  Scot  excus'd  him- 
self from  deserting  his  post  before  ye  proper  time  of  his  being 
reliev'd,  &  laid  before  ye  Duke  ye  hazard  he  should  incurr  by  doing 
it,  but  at  ye  same  time  assur'd  him,  yl  when  his  duty  was  over,  if 
that  would  suffice,  he  would  not  fail  to  give  the  letter  into  ye  K.'s 
own  hands.  In  ye  mean  time  a  third  person  enter'd  ye  room,  wch  if 
I  misremember  not,  was  Mr  Bridgeman,  (tho'  I  cannot  certainly 
charge  my  memory  with  it)a,  upon  sight  of  whom  ye  D.  said,  '  Col. 
Scot,  here  comes  one  upon  whom  I  can  rely  no  less  than  upon 
yrself,  I  will  send  my  letter  by  him  ;'  &  accordingly  he  sealed  it  up, 
&  gave  it  him.  This  letter  I  suppose  to  be  the  letter  you  have 

a According  to  Roberts,  a  certain  "Captain  Blood"  (whom  he  calls  the 
"  infamous ")  was  the  person  intrusted  with  the  letter  ;  but,  if  this  person  is 
intended  to  be  identical  with  the  notorious  Colonel  Blood,  it  cannot  be  correct, 
for  he  was  not  then  living,  having  died  in  1680. 
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purchas'd,  &  suppress'd  by  ye  person  to  whom  it  was  intrusted. 
For  as  this  gentn  (Col  Scot),  about  four  years  after  the  Eevolution, 
was  walking  in  ye  garden  at  S*  Germains,  ye  King  call'd  him  to  him, 
&  told  him  he  had  j e  night  before  been  inform'd,  y*  ye  conversation 
mentioned  above  had  pass'd  betwixt  him  &  ye  D.  of  Monmouth, 
whilst  he  was  a  prisoner  in  ye  Tower,  &  desir'd  to  know  if  he  had 
been  rightly  inform'd;  and  upon  Scot's  answering  in  the  affirma- 
tive, ye  K*  averr'd,  y1  he  had  never  receiv'd  any  such  letter  from  ye 
D.,  nor  ever  heard  of  it  till  that  time,  &  y1  it  was  in  his  inclination 
to  have  sav'd  the  D.'8  life,  if  he^  could  have  had  any  proper  assur- 
ances y*  ye  D.  was  dispos'd  to  have  made  a  sincere  discovery.  This 
story  Col.  Scota  told  in  ye  presence  of  Mr  Cotton,  Mr  Panton  & 
several  other  English  g  entlemen  of  reputation  &  credit,  at  that  time 
residing  in  Boulogne.  The  particulars  of  ye  letter,  Col.  Scot  de- 
clared, he  was  a  stranger  to,  but  ye  letter  itself,  he  said,  was  a  long 
one.  The  last  parcel  of  letters  I  sent  you,  I  apprehended,  would 
not  be  judg'd  of  equall  value  wth  ye  former,  but  as  in  ye  letter  I 
receiv'd  from  you  some  time  ago,  you  was  pleased  to  say  you  some- 
times reserv'd  letters  of  accts,  I  was  willing  to  lay  these  before  you, 
to  be  dispos'd  of  rs  you  thought  fit;  tho'  ye  letters  from  ye  BPS 
daughter,  Mrs  Goulston,  &  her  husband,  to  Dr  Turner,  I  should 
think  might  be  worth  saving,  &  if  they  are  not  agreeable  to  you,  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  'em  return'd.  I  have  look'd  over  some  of 
ye  sermons  I  have  by  me,  &  find  abundance  of  ye  BPS,  but  have  not 
been  able  to  pitch  upon  one,  y*  I  have  had  reason  to  think  the 
Doctor's,  unless  this  wch  I  have  sent  you  be  his,  wch  yet  I  doubt. 
I  mention'd  some  time  ago  a  large  collection  of  controversial  tracts 
&  letters,  wch  are  still  remaining,  &  of  wch  I  sent  you  a  specimen. 
These  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  digest  in  proper  order,  &  I  imagine 
are  some  of  'em  printed,  but  when  you  favour  me  wth  a  visit,  you 
shall  look  over  ye  whole,  and  have  such  of  'em  as  you  have  not 
already.  In  Mr  Dodwell's  life  by  Brokesby  I  suppose  too  we  shall 

a  Colonel  Scott  was  evidently  one  of  the  Buccleugh  family. 
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find  some  of  'em.  I  am  much  oblig'd  to  you  for  ye  catalogue,  & 
should  be  glad  of  a  book  or  two  therein,  if  they  are  not  of  too  high 
a  price;  the  one  is  in  ye  third  nights  sale,  N°  122,  &  call'd  Cooper's 
Anatomy,  but  I  suppose  is  Cooper's  Anatomical  Treatise  of  ye 
Muscles ;  in  ye  5th  night's  sale  is  also  a  little  piece  of  Caius,  bound 
up  wth  a  treatise  of  Lommius,  N°  66,  wch  would  be  of  use  to  me,  as 
also  ye  Oxford  Aretaeus  in  ye  6th  night's  sale,  No.  108,  if  ye  price  of 
it  did  not  run  too  high.  But  as  these  are  books,  wch  I  wd  not  chuse 
to  buy,  unless  they  were  penny  worths;  so  neither  would  I  trespass 
upon  yr  good  nature  to  lay  out  any  considerable  sum  for  'em  upon 
my  account.  1  am,  Sr,  wth  all  possible  regard , 

"  Yr  most  obed'  &c. 

«  S.  JEBB."a 


a  The  identifying  history  of  the  Monmouth  Letters  being,  in  a  great  measure,  due 
to  Dr.  Jebb,  a  short  notice  of  him  may  not  be  out  of  place.  He  was  decidedly  a 
remarkable  man  for  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  was  probably  born  somewhere 
about  1696,  for  in  1716  we  find  him  a  member  of  Peter-House,  Cambridge,  being 
ordained  Deacon  among  the  Non-jurors  by  (Bishop)  Jeremy  Collier,  and  Priest  in 
January  of  the  year  following,  at  which  time  also  he  published  a  translation  of 
"Martyn's  Answers  to  Evelyn."  In  1722  he  was  Editor  of  the  "Bibliotheca 
Literaria,"  and  appears  at  different  periods  to  have  been  the  author  of  several  learned 
and  important  works,  His  name  is  associated  with  an  Epitaph,  written  by  him  in 
memory  of  four  English  gentlemen,  who,  with  their  servants,  were  murdered  in 
1723,  between  Haut-Buisson  and  Marquise,  on  the  road  from  Boulogne  to  Calais, 
but  the  pyramid  on  which  it  was  inscribed,  marking  the  site  of  the  murder,  has 
long  since  vanished,  a  chapel  or  oratory  having  been  afterwards  erected  on  the 
spot.  According  to  Chalmers's  Biographical  Dictionary,  Dr.  Jebb  was,  in  1749,  in 
possession  of  all  Bridges'  MSS.  relative  to  the  "History  of  Northamptonshire." 
He  practised,  nearly  until  his  death  (in  1772),  with  great  success  and  reputation  as 
a  physician,  at  Stratford,  in  Essex,  and  the  works  which  he  commissions  Dr 
Rawlinson  to  purchase  for  him,  on  medical  and  chirurgical  subjects  (in  the 
above  letter),  have  an  interest  at  this  day,  in  respect  of  a  profession,  at  that  time 
more  or  less  in  its  infancy.  His  son,  Sir  Richard  Jebb,  followed  his  father's  calling, 
and  was  created  a  Baronet  by  George  III.,  having  been  made  Physician-Extra- 
ordinary to  the  King  in  1777,  and  employed  about  the  Royal  Family  from  that  time 
till  his  death. 
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